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CHARLOTTE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center, Room 267 
June 17, 2015 Meeting 

Summary Minutes 
 
Members Attending:   
Woody Washam (Cornelius), Sarah McAulay (Huntersville), Gary Savoie (Indian Trail), Ken Robertson (Iredell County), 
Norma Carpenter (Marshville), James Taylor (Matthews), Dumont Clarke (Mecklenburg County), Frederick Becker 
(Mineral Springs), Lisa Qualls (Mooresville), Jack Edwards (Pineville), Walter Kline (Stallings), Richard Helms (Union 
County), Daune Gardner (Waxhaw), Barbara Harrison (Weddington), Brad Horvath (Wesley Chapel), Tracy Finch 
Dodson (NCBOT-Division 10) 
 
 
1. Call to Order              

MPO Chairwoman Sarah McAulay called the June 2015 CRTPO meeting to order at 6:05 PM.  Chairwoman 
McAulay noted that a quorum was not present and would affect agenda item #6 for which staff had requested 
action to approve the start of a public comment period for the draft 2016-2025 TIP.  She read an excerpt from 
Robert’s Rules of Order (11th edition, Chapter 5, Section 10) that permits a board to ratify action at a later date, 
and recommended that the MPO act in July to ratify the opening of the comment period.  Mr. Cook added that the 
adopted Public Involvement Plan (PIP) does not mandate that the MPO approve the start of public comment 
periods, thus starting the TIP comment period is proper and consistent with the adopted PIP.  

 
2. Adoption of the Agenda   

Motion: 
The agenda was not formally adopted due to the lack of a quorum; however, all agreed that no changes were 
needed. 

 
3. Citizen Comment Period 

Chuck Suter addressed the MPO on the subject of the I-77 HOT lanes project.  He urged the MPO delegates to 
reject the project and to replace it with a widening project using general purpose lanes only. 

 
4. Ethics Awareness & Conflict of Interest Reminder 

Mr. Cook read the ethics awareness and conflict of interest reminder to the MPO.  No conflicts were identified. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes  

Summary: 
Due to the lack of a quorum, action on the May minutes was deferred to the July meeting. 
 

6. Draft Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)  
Presenter:   
Neil Burke 
 
Summary: 
Mr. Burke provided information to the MPO via a Power Point presentation, the contents of which are 
incorporated into the minutes.  The original purpose for the presentation was to obtain the MPO’s approval to start 
a public comment period on the draft 2016-2025 TIP, amendments to the 2040 Metropolitan Transportation 
Improvement Program (MTP) and the draft air quality conformity determination report.  Due to the lack of a 
quorum, that request was not made; however, the presentation continued with an update on draft TIP development 
activities and included the following topics: 

• Bonus Allocation projects: Updates on several projects were provided. 
• Air quality conformity determination report: The draft report was not complete, but should be 

available before the end of the month; the comment period will start as soon as the draft report is 
available. 
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• Schedule changes: Most schedule changes resulted in earlier project start dates; however, a few 
projects were delayed.  

The presentation concluded with a schedule review.  The July 15 meeting will serve as an opportunity for the 
public to address the MPO on the draft TIP’s content.  Adoption is expected at the August 19 meeting.    

 
7. LYNX Blue Line Extension (TE-4901) TIP Amendment  

Presenter:   
David McDonald, CATS 
 
Summary: 
Mr. McDonald explained that CATS is applying for a federal Transportation Infrastructure and Finance 
Innovation Act (TIFIA) loan for the LYNX Blue Line Extension project, and in order to do so, the TIP must be 
amended to indicate the new funding source and the corresponding years.  The loan will be made to the City of 
Charlotte.  The information was provided to the MPO for information only; action will be requested at the August 
19 meeting. 

 
8. Mt. Holly Road Thoroughfare Plan Amendment  

Presenter:   
Norm Steinman, CDOT 
 
Summary: 
Mr. Steinman provided a status update.  Anthony Packer requested that the proposed extension of Mt. Holly 
Road, from its current terminus at Mt. Holly-Huntersville Road to the Catawba River, be removed from the 
CRTPO’s Thoroughfare Plan.  The project included a new crossing of the Catawba River and continued into 
Gaston County.  Last year, Mr. Packer was successful in convincing the Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln MPO to 
remove its portion of the project from its plans.  The MPO approved the start of a public involvement effort in 
April and a public meeting was held on May 21.  Approximately 20 people attended and all supported the 
removal of the project from the Thoroughfare Plan.  Comments received by electronic and regular mail largely 
supported the project’s removal.  It was noted that alternate alignments for a river crossing are being explored.  

 
9. Prioritization 4.0 Work Group Update 

Presenter:   
Neil Burke 
 
Summary: 
Mr. Burke provided information to the MPO via a Power Point presentation, the contents of which are 
incorporated into the minutes.  The presentation’s purpose was to review the issues associated with upcoming 
P4.0 actions required of the MPO.  The CRTPO must finalize the list of projects to be submitted to the NCDOT’s 
Strategic Planning Office of Transportation (SPOT) database no later than October 2015, therefore the MPO must 
determine the following before that time: identify projects eligible to be rescored that are no longer needed; 
modify (where needed) project scopes and limits; identify projects that can be removed from the SPOT database. 

 
MPO delegates posed questions following the presentation.  It was determined that it would be helpful for a more 
in-depth discussion of Prioritization 4.0 issues at an education session to be held before the start of the July MPO 
meeting at 5:00 PM. 
 

10. Upcoming Agenda Items  
Presenter:   
Robert Cook 
 
Summary: 
Mr. Cook reminded the delegates that the July meeting will serve as a TIP public comment period.  In addition, 
action will be requested on the CATS TIP amendment in July.  The August meeting will include a request to 
adopt the TIP as well as to take related action to amend the 2040 MTP and make an air quality conformity 
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determination.  It is likely that the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) methodology will be on the agenda 
for adoption. 

 
11. Adjourn 
 The meeting adjourned at 7:08 PM. 
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