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#10.  Red Bags and Ornate Spires 
 
Morning dawned cloudy and cool as we began the last few days of our bicycle travels along three 
rivers.  The green dome of the majestic St. Adalbert’s Basilica, completed in 1869 and still among the 
tallest buildings in all Hungary, watched over us as we made our way along the river out of 
Ezstergom, the former capital of once formidable Hungarian kingdoms.  Nearing Budapest, the sky 
began to clear but the temperature remained cool and the winds became more brisk.  The last miles 
took us along the top of protective levees built adjacent to the river and through Budapest 
suburbs.  Traffic became more frantic as we entered the urbanized core of the city.  Another green 
dome guided us into the city’s heart. 
 
That dome belonged to Buda Castle, dramatically poised high on a hill dominating the river’s western 
bank.  A castle has perched on these heights for centuries, but has undergone a succession of 
extensive alterations following near destruction from wars, fires and neglect.  The castle was horribly 
damaged during the Second World War, but underwent a massive rebuilding which took nearly 
twenty years to complete.  
 
The Colosseum in Rome is one of the last remaining vestiges of a once powerful empire.  The Statue 
of Liberty in New York represents the values on which a great nation was founded.  The Louvre 
Pyramid in Paris is noteworthy for being an architectural monstrosity incongruent with its 
surroundings on the grounds of the palace from which it takes its name.  Many countries have a 
notable structure.  Whatever the significance and whether good or bad, it becomes a part of the 
national identity. 
 
Hungary has such an icon.  The Parliament Building in Budapest is an eye catching symbol of the 
nation.  It is an imposing building of magnificent Neo-Gothic elegance featuring a high, central dome 
surrounded by a forest of intricately sculpted windows and striking, ornate spires.   Prominently 
situated directly on the Danube River, the Parliament Building stands as the central accent of a 
grand, bustling city and the stunning backdrop to conclude a splendid bicycle adventure.       
 
Thus ends the Red Bags Along Three Rivers series.  Thanks for coming along. 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 


