Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center, Room 267
March 25, 2026 Meeting
Summary Minutes

Members Attending:

Ed Driggs (Charlotte), Michael Osborne (Cornelius), Rusty Knox (Davidson), Nick Walsh
(Huntersville), Clarence Alsobrooks (Indian Trail), Rusty Johnson (Marshville), Susan
Chambers (Matthews), Leigh Altman (Mecklenburg County), Frederick Becker (Mineral
Springs), Tony Long (Mint Hill), Will Aven (Mooresville), Tony Lathrop (NCBOT-Div. 10),
Stephen Rosenburgh (NCBOT-Div. 12), Amelia Stinson-Wesley (Pineville), Brad Richardson
(Stallings), David Jones (Statesville), George Harris (Troutman), Jim Bell (Weddington), David
Boyce (Wesley Chapel)

Non-Voting Members Attending:
Chuck Travis (NC Turnpike Authority)

1)

2)

3)

Call to Order
Chair Brad Richardson called the March 2026 CRTPO Board meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Adoption of the Agenda

Summary:

Chair Richardson asked if any changes to the agenda were necessary. No changes to the
agenda were identified.

Motion:
Mayor Becker made a motion to approve the agenda. Mayor Knox seconded the motion.
Upon being put to a vote, the agenda was adopted by acclamation.

Public Comment Period

Chair Richardson stated the Board's Bylaws limit public comment to 20 minutes with three
minutes per speaker.

1) Carson Cone expressed support for pedestrian safety enhancements within the vicinity
of the 3900 block of South Tryon Street and adjacent to the Mecklenburg County
Aquatic Center in Charlotte. He encouraged the CRTPO to include proactive outreach
regarding its SS4A plan to ensure that residents can participate throughout the
process. Mr. Cone expressed concern with the $12 million vouchers that NCDOT has
provided to the short listed bidders for the NCDOT I-77 South Express Lane project.

2) Damian Smith expressed opposition to the |-485 Express Lanes project (ID: CLT-17) in
the 2055 MTP's fiscally constrained project list. He encouraged NCDOT to invest in
mass transit as opposed to the current project. He stated that transit has a higher return
on investment.

3) Sean Langley stated that he was representing McCrorey Heights and the Coalition of
Neighborhoods affected by the NCDOT I-77 South Express Lanes project. Mr. Langley
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4)

stated that the CRTPO attorney provided a statement and not a formal legal opinion on
the organizations role with the NCDOT I-77 South Express Lanes project. He requested
that the CRTPO Board vote to pause this process and reallocate resources to undertake
an independent study of transportation options. Mr. Langley contested NCDOT's
response that the project would not cause harm to the neighborhoods west of the
project by stating that it would cause psychological harm and decrease property
values.

4) Sharif Hannan expressed concern with the P3 funding mechanism proposed for the
NCDQOT I-77 South Project. He cited a report prepared by NCDOT in 2024 that stated
the project’s primary benefit is to manage congestion. Mr. Hannan expressed concern
with the majority of the construction impact along the corridor would be to construct
the express lanes and would provide little benefit to the general purpose lanes.

Ethics Awareness & Conflict of Interest Reminder

Neil Burke read the ethics awareness and conflict of interest reminder. No conflicts of interest
were identified.

5) Consent Agenda

6)

Summary:
Chair Richardson requested action on the following consent agenda items:

a) February 18, 2026 CRTPO Board Meeting Minutes

b) 2026-2035 TIP Amendments

c) FY 2026 CRTPO Self-Certification

d) Section 5307 Funding 2026-2035 TIP Amendment (ICATS)

Motion:
Mayor Knox made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Driggs seconded the
motion. Upon being put to a vote, the consent agenda was unanimously approved.

2055 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

Presenter:
Neil Burke

Summary:

Mr. Burke provided information to the Board via a Power Point presentation, the contents of
which are incorporated into the minutes. The presentation’s purpose was to obtain the
Board'’s adoption of the 2055 Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Specifically, the following
actions were requested:

1. Make a conformity determination to find that the 2055 Metropolitan Transportation
Plan is in compliance with the provisions of the Clean Air Act amendments of 1990 and
23 USC 134. (This is the air quality conformity determination.)

2. 2.Adoptthe 2055 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

During the 2055 MTP presentation at the February 18 CRTPO meeting, he erroneously stated
that portions of the CRTPO planning area are in non-attainment for Ozone. Mr. Burke stated
that he coordinated with Mecklenburg County Air Quality staff to provide the CRTPO Board
with the following correction to the error:
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7)

8)

e Portions of the CRTPO planning area were subsequently redesignated to maintenance
on 8/27/2015. This means it is in attainment for the 2008 standard, but conformity
requirements still apply for the duration of the 20-year maintenance period. If the
region does not exceed the 2008 ozone standard during the maintenance period, the
region will no longer have to conduct conformity determinations starting in 2035.

An air quality conformity determination was completed for the 2055 MTP fiscally constrained
project list. The outcome was found to conform to the purpose of the North Carolina State
Implementation Plan (SIP) and anticipated emissions are in conformity with the 2008 8-hour
ozone standard. Lastly, it was noted that at its March meeting, the TCC unanimously
recommended that the Board take the two requested actions.

The initial 30-day public comment period for the draft MTP report and draft conformity
determination report began on Monday, January 12 and concluded on Tuesday, February 10.
The public comment period was extended by one week to end on Tuesday, February 17 to
account for recent weather impacts that may have limited public participation. Overall,
feedback is largely in support of draft 2055 MTP and its alignment with adopted Goals and
Objectives.

Mr. Burke concluded the presentation by thanking the CRTPO Board for their engagement
and input in the 2055 MTP planning process throughout the past two years.

Motion:
Mr. Driggs made a motion to:

1. Make a conformity determination to find that the 2055 Metropolitan Transportation
Plan is in compliance with the provisions of the Clean Air Act amendments of 1990 and
23 USC 134.

2. 2.Adopt the 2055 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

Mayor Becker seconded the motion. Upon being put to a vote, the motion passed
unanimously.

CRTPO FY 2027 Unified Planning Work Program: Annual Budget

Presenter:
Robert Cook

Summary:
Mr. Cook provided information to the Board via a Power Point presentation, the contents of
which are incorporated into the minutes.

The presentation’s purpose was to obtain the Board's adoption of the FY 2027 UPWP. The
final draft of the FY 2027 UPWP was reviewed with updated funding allocations. The
allocation process is complete, and the document has been prepared. Recommended
allocations by task code were reviewed. At its March meeting, the TCC unanimously
recommended that the Board adopt the FY 2027 UPWP.

Motion:
Mayor Becker made a motion to adopt the FY 2027 UPWP. Clarance Alsobrooks seconded
the motion. Upon being put to a vote, the motion was unanimously approved.

NCDOT I-77 South Update

Presenter:
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9)

10)

11)

Ed Driggs

Summary:
Mr. Driggs provided a summary of Charlotte City Council interactions with NCDOT regarding
the I-77 South Express Lanes project.

Following Mr. Drigg’s update, Board members provided comments. The comments
emphasized the need for NCDOT to: provide residents with clearer information on
community, environmental, and design impacts; improve communication and trust-building;
and continue to evaluate alternatives and project performance. Several members expressed
support for continuing the process to allow further design development and engagement,
while cautioning against both premature action and inaction given ongoing congestion issues.
NCDOT Board of Transportation member Rosenburgh reiterated funding constraints, the
necessity of a P3 approach, and the importance of awaiting more detailed design concepts
from shortlisted teams.

Overall, the Board indicated that NCDOT needs to continue coordination and information-
sharing with the affected neighborhoods while exploring a path forward that balances
transportation needs with community impacts and stakeholder confidence.

Upcoming Agenda Items

Presenter:
Neil Burke

Summary:
Mr. Burke stated that upcoming agenda items will include TIP amendments, UPWP
amendments, and NCDOT Prioritization 8.0 local input points.

An Email was sentto Board members on January 2 with information to file their Statement of
Economic Interest and Real Estate Disclosure forms with the state ethics commission. Please
electronically file these documents early. The process takes only a few minutes on the ethics
commission website if you are a returning filer. New CRTPO Delegates and Alternates must
file immediately, and the deadline for returning members is April 15.

NCDOT Division 10 & Division 12 Updates

Presenter:
Felix Obregon & Mark Stafford, NCDOT

Summary:

Mr. Obregon stated that the express lanes along the 1-485 corridor between I-77 and US 74
opened last month, and NCDOT will open its community engagement center for the |-77
South Express Lanes project on March 30.

Board Member Comments

Presenter:
Brad Richardson

Summary:
Mr. Alsobrooks requested a summary of impacted residents from NCDOT in regards to the
plans associated with the NCDOT |-77 South Express Lanes project.
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12) Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 7:11 p.m.
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