
 
 

CRAFT Technical Committee 

Meeting Notes 

March 23, 2021 

Attendees: Andy Bailey (NCDOT); Dominique Boyd (NCDOT); Bob Cook (CRTPO); Neil 

Burke (CRTPO); Curtis Bridges (CRTPO); Jerrel Leonard (CRTPO); Agustin Rodriguez 

(CRTPO); Jennifer Stafford (CRTPO); Travis Johnson (CRTPO); Jason Wager (CCOG); Lee 

Snuggs (RRRPO); Andy Grzymski (CDOT); Stephen Allen (CRCOG); Phil Conrad (CRMPO); 

Randi Gates (GCLMPO); Julio Paredes (GCLMPO); Jane Love (GCLMPO); Juan Garcia 

(Gaston County); Mark Pleasant (FHWA); Loretta Barren (FHWA); Scottie Miller; Alex 

Riemondy; Brian Elgort; Martin Kinnamon (CDOT); Kathryn Cogar; Chris Herrmann (RFATS); 

and David Hooper (RFATS). 

1. Welcome & Introduction: Mr. Hooper began the meeting at 10:01 AM and welcomed 

everyone in attendance.  

 

2. Approval of January 26, 2021 Minutes: Mr. Hooper asked if there were any additions, 

corrections or deletions to the January 26, 2021 minutes.  Ms. Gates then made a motion 

to approve the minutes as presented; Mr. Conrad seconded the motion.  The minutes were 

then approved as presented.  

 

3. US Census Proposed Changes for 2020: Ms. Barren briefly summarized proposed 

changes related to the urban area criteria in the 2020 Census.  Ms. Barren explained that 

the proposed changes would increase the minimum threshold for urban areas to 4,000 

housing units or a 10,000 person minimum population threshold.  As a point of reference, 

it was noted that this is being done to match the threshold used by other federal agencies.  

Ms. Barren noted that one of the major differences with the 2020 Census is that smaller 

geographies of 50,000 people or smaller will no longer be identified as urbanized.    

 

Ms. Barren also noted that the proposed changes will reduce the maximum jump distance 

from 2.5 miles to 1.5 miles and that “hops” and “jumps” along corridors will no longer be 

considered. Ms. Barren then reviewed the 2-step process that will be used to identify 

agglomerations and how this information is proposed to be applied.  Lastly, Ms. Barren 

noted that the Census Bureau will publish the final urban area criteria in winter 2021 and 

the Federal Register Notice will announce newly and/or adjusted Urbanized Areas in 

summer 2022.   

 

4. Long Range Transportation Plans: Mr. Hooper began planning area updates by briefly 

noting that RFATS is slated to present the draft 2050 LRTP Update, FY 21-27 TIP and 



Conformity Determination to their Policy Committee in March for preliminary approval, 

and initiate a public comment period prior to final review and approval in April.  Mr. 

Burke then stated that CRTPO is working on their financial assumptions for roadway 

projects; and that, their Goals and Objectives section and ranking criteria have both been 

adopted.  Lastly, Mr. Burke noted that CRTPO will began their next phase of public 

outreach as well as devote some time to considering alternative funding options given the 

budgetary constraints at NCDOT.   

 

 Mr. Conrad then summarized work completed to date at CRMPO; in particular, it was 

noted that their draft project list (which is slated to adoption), will include transit projects 

for the first time.  As a point of reference, Mr. Conrad noted that these projects were 

drawn from the Cabarrus County Transit Master Plan.  Ms. Love then noted that 

GCLMPO is currently working through project prioritization for their 2050 MTP; and 

that, consideration by their Policy Board is anticipated in May. 

   

5. Project Coordination / Adjacent Planning Areas:  Ms. Gates noted that the Catawba 

Crossings Project is moving forward with staff preparing public engagement materials for 

review which will summarize comments received during the first public outreach 

meeting.  It was also noted that a draft technical memo has been prepared by Kimley-

Horn, who is serving as a sub-consultant on the project.  Lastly, Ms. Gates noted that a 

regulatory meeting is slated for early April; and that, from a process standpoint the 

consultants are working on completing preliminary design at this point.  

 

 Mr. Hooper then asked about the overall status of the budgetary environment at NCDOT, 

and whether any potential scheduling changes were envisioned on the US 521 widening 

project in North Carolina?  In response, Mr. Burke stated that he was not aware of any 

scheduled changes for the project.  Lastly, Mr. Conrad asked if Poplar Tent Road will be 

included in the CRTPO MTP Update?  Mr. Burke responded that CRTPO is considering 

it in the project evaluation process. Mr. Conrad then noted that discussion would be 

needed regarding potential federal funding options for this project.  

  

6. CTP / Thoroughfare Planning: Mr. Bailey explained that after the MTPs are completed 

this cycle throughout the Metrolina Region, the intention is to begin CTP development 

for each of the three NC MPOs – and it will take on a new look, new prioritization and 

new criteria.  Mr. Bailey noted that information should be made available this summer 

regarding likely potential changes.   

 

 Mr. Conrad then asked if there was a similar process for CTP / Thoroughfare Planning in 

SC?  Mr. Hooper responded that South Carolina does not utilize a similar CTP process; 

but rather, appropriate planning assumptions are nonetheless developed and applied at the 

MPO level.  As a point of reference, Mr. Hooper then noted that RFATS has the state’s 

only MPO wide Collector Road Plan; and that this is integrated with larger county 

thoroughfare plans to assure continuity within the planning area.  

 

7. Regional Transit Plan: Mr. Cook briefly reviewed the anticipated schedule for the 

Regional Transit Plan for 2021.  Mr. Cook then added that this process will soon be 



ending so MPO support will be needed for document review during the summer and fall 

of this year.   

 

 Mr. Hooper then asked if this process will gauge which types of strategies might help in 

increasing the percentages of transit ridership across the study area?  Mr. Cook responded 

that this has been incorporated into the process and that this will be discussed at the May 

26th meeting on Rural-Urban Connections & Transit Supportive Strategies.  Mr. Cook 

added that analysis on that subject will be included in the finished reports.   

 

8. Beyond 77 Corridor Study:  Mr. Rodriguez summarized work completed to date on the 

Beyond 77 Corridor Study; highlighting that material on the range of strategies will be 

released to the public later this month.  Mr. Howell then reviewed the lifecycle of 

planning & implementation regarding this study; highlighting key areas and critical 

components.  Mr. Howell next summarized the decision structure utilized during the 

development of strategies and solutions.  Mr. Howell also reviewed public engagement 

efforts through Phases I nad II, highlighting that survey responses neared 20,000.  Mr. 

Howell added that Phase III is currently underway with virtual public meetings scheduled 

for April 21st at 12:00 PM and May 13th at 12:00 PM.   

   

9. Next Meeting: Mr. Hooper noted that the next meeting is scheduled for May 25th, 2021 

and will be hosted by CRMPO.   

  

10. Adjournment: The meeting was then adjourned at 11:35 AM.   
 

 


