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CRAFT Technical Committee 
Meeting Notes 

September 27, 2022 

Hosted by CRTPO 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center 

Attendees: Curtis Bridges (CRTPO), Juan Garcia (Gaston County), Agustin Rodriguez (CRTPO), 
Brett Canipe (NCDOT), Kendall Clanton, (CRTPO), Julio Paredes (GCLMPO), Dominique Boyd 
(NCDOT), Andy Bailey (NCDOT), Alex Riemondy (CDOT/MRM), Lee Snuggs (RRRPO), Phil Conrad 

(CRMPO), Arthur Cashwell (GCLMPO), Roger Castillo (NCDOT), Torrey Williams (CDOT/MRM), 
Theo Thomson (CRTPO), Loretta Barren (FHWA), Judy Dellert-O’Keef (CRTPO), Brian Elgort 
(CRTPO), Travis Johnson (CRTPO), Robert Cook (CRTPO), Andy Grzymski (CDOT), Anna Gallup 

(CDOT/MRM), Brian Horton (CATS), Jennifer Stafford (CRTPO), Stephen Allen (Catawba COG), 
Jerrel Leonard (CRTPO), Jason Wager (Centralina), Johanna Quinn (CDOT), Temekia Dae 
(CRTPO), Jason Lawrence (CATS) 

1. Welcome & Introduction: Mr. Cook opened the meeting at 10:00 AM. Attendees in the 
CMGC introduced themselves. Remote participants announced their attendance via the 

chat box. Mr. Cook noted that he had been contacted by Loretta Barren of the FHWA 
about the proposed greenhouse gas rule. He asked if the group was agreeable to it 
being added to the agenda. No one opposed and it was added as part of agenda item 

#4, Transportation Performance Management. 
 
2. July Planning Meeting Minutes/Planning Worksheet Review: No comments on the July 

minutes or the worksheet. Phil Conrad made a motion to approve the July minutes and 

to approve the content of the FY 2022-2023 planning worksheet. Mr. Cook seconded 
the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.  

 

3. CONNECT Beyond Update: Jason Wager of Centralina Regional Council provided an 
update on the CONNECT Beyond regional mobility initiative. The purpose of the 
presentation was to provide the committee with an update on recent activities and to 

forecast activities for the remainder of the fiscal year and into FY 2024. All NC TPOs have 
formally recognized the plan. Current implementation highlights included 1) the 
formation of the Advancing the Plan Committee which will focus on funding 

opportunities and partnership structures as well as a legislative strategy for a unified 
regional voice, and 2) progress on a regional TDM program that is being done in 
cooperation with NCDOT-Integrated Mobility Division and will get underway during the 
current fiscal year and will continue into FY 2024. An RFQ for a regional scheduling and 

operations coordination study will be issued in the coming months.  
 
 Mr. Wager highlighted current and upcoming activities. FY 2023: TDM activities with 

possibly 6-8 meetings; formation of Service Planning Group with possibly 3-4 meetings; 
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RFQ for implementation consultant. FY 2024: TDM plan/program development –
Advisory Board participation; Regional Scheduling and Operations Coordination Study –

Service Planning Group.  
   
4. Transportation Performance Management: PM3 targets: The discussion focused on 

recent effort concerning PM3 targets and the need to establish new targets for annual 
hours of peak hour excessive delay per capita and percent non-SOV travel. Earlier in the 
year the region’s MPOs agreed to stick with the current targets established in 2018. All 
MPOs reported that they had either acted on endorsing the targets or are progressing 

toward doing so. 
 

2023 safety targets: SCDOT provided 2023 state targets to RFATS but the NC MPOs 

reported that they had not received information from NCDOT. 
 
 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking-greenhouse gas emission reduction: The discussion 

involved whether or not the Technical Committee wished to submit comments to the 
docket about the proposed rule concerning greenhouse gas emissions. The Technical 
Committee decided to not submit comments.  

   
5. CAV Task Force: Mr. Wager stated that the CAV Task Force reconvened in person May 9, 

2022, following a Covid hiatus. WSP, through CRTPO support, conducted a workshop 

and brought in technical experts to facilitate the meeting that focused on refreshing the 
2018 CAV Roadmap. WSP provided a draft of a refreshed Roadmap which was reviewed 
by Mr. Cook, Anna Gallup, and Luke Lowry of Centralina. The thrust of the comments 
was that more specifics are needed, for example, what does the Task Force need to do 

next and what from the current Roadmap no longer applies. Comments were to be sent 
to WSP staff shortly after the Technical Committee. 
 

Ms. Gallup noted that part of the current Roadmap is how CAVs are addressed in 
modeling and forecasting. ITRE is leading an effort called Guidance on Considering CAVS 
in Travel Models. It will be a two-year process and will dovetail into what the Task Force 

does. Mr. Cook noted that both the CONNECT Beyond and Beyond 77 initiatives had a 
strong technology focus.  

  

6. TIP/Project Prioritization: The NC TPOs did not raise any major TIP-related issues. 
GCLMPO noted some recent amendments and CRTPO mentioned a project swap 
involving Independence Boulevard. David Hooper stated that SCDOT is moving from 
looking at specific projects to considering corridors in the TIP development process.  

 
7. Project Coordination: Mr. Hooper stated that the SC infrastructure bank awarded 

funding for a rebuild of the I-77/Carowinds Boulevard interchange. Mr. Wager 

mentioned that the required National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program 
plan for NC was submitted. Initial deployment of fast charging stations will take place on 
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federally designated EV corridors. Loretta Barren added that the NC plan was approved 
by the FHWA.  

 
8. ITS/TIMS Strategic Action Plan: No significant activity on this topic was reported.  
 

9. Next Meeting: The next meeting was scheduled for November 22 but due to its 
proximity to Thanksgiving it was decided to move the meeting to Tuesday, December 6. 
Rocky River RPO will host a hybrid meeting. The in-person component will be held at 
Locust Town Hall.  

   
8. Adjournment: The meeting was then adjourned at 11:35 AM.   
 
 


